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UPAC® Insurance Finance 

Announces 2008 Scholarship Awards
Lenexa, KS. – September 2, 2008.  UPAC Insurance Finance (UPAC®) announced today the recipients of its 2008 Scholarship Awards Program.  UPAC, a recipient of the Kansas City Chamber of Commerce 2004 & 2005 Top 10 Small Business of the Year Award and strong proponent of education, developed a scholarship program in 2004 as a benefit for associates to assist in providing a higher education for their families. 
“We believe very strongly in education and encourage personal growth and development,” said Kurt Huffman, UPAC’s President and CEO.  “We provide extensive training opportunities for associates throughout the year and see the Scholarship Program as a way of taking that commitment to the next level by helping our associates to provide their children the opportunity for a higher education in degreed or vocational programs.”

This year’s recipients are: 
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Krystal Boyer of St. Louis, MO

Krystal graduated from Pattonville High School in St. Louis, MO in 2004.  Krystal then worked full-time by holding two part-time jobs at Recall and Bandanas BBQ.  In February of this year, Krystal took a position at Dealer Warranty Services in their Customer Services Department. While holding down a full-time position, Krystal is pursuing a degree in Business Management with an emphasis in Accounting at DeVry University in St. Louis, MO.
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Tricia Cottrell of Baltimore, MD.

Tricia is a four-time UPAC Scholarship winner and is continuing her pursuit of an MD-PHD at Johns Hopkins Medical Institute in Baltimore, MD where she is halfway through her PHD and MD program.  Tricia’s goals are to become a practicing rheumatologist with the ability to also do research.  Tricia completed her undergraduate studies at Washington University in St. Louis, MO where she graduated Summa Cum Laude. She tutors, is a teacher’s assistant, plays volleyball, runs and pet sits in her spare time.
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Mike Dirck of Blue Springs, MO.

Mike is a first time UPAC Scholarship winner and is returning to school after 13 years with Ford Motor Company working at their assembly plant in Claycomo, MO.  Mike is currently completing his pre-requisite classes in pursuit of a degree in nursing. He hopes to begin the Nursing Program at St. Luke’s Hospital in Kansas City, MO next fall. 
Tiffani Duncan of Lansing, KS.

Tiffani is a two-time UPAC Scholarship winner.  She graduated from Lansing High School and attended Kansas City Kansas Community College in 2007 with two scholarships, a Presidential Scholarship and a UPAC Scholarship.  This year Tiffani has transferred to Calvary Bible College in Belton, MO where she will be studying General Counseling in pursuit of a degree in social work.

Meghan Lambeth of Olathe, KS.

Meghan is a two-time winner of the UPAC Scholarship and is very grateful.  Since graduating from Olathe Northwest High School she has been working full time as an Assistant Teacher in a daycare facility while being a full time student at Brown Mackie College - Kansas City.  She is pursuing a career in Nursing with an emphasis on pediatrics, specifically in the areas of Labor and Delivery. Megan plays co-ed sand volleyball and co-ed softball.
Keeley Lambeth of Olathe, KS. 

Keeley, a three time UPAC Scholarship winner, will be continuing her studies at Washburn University in Topeka, KS majoring in Radiology with a minor in English.  She is a midfielder for the Washburn Women’s Soccer Team, earning a letter her freshman and sophomore year.  In 2006, Keeley was nominated as Brine/Mid-American College Athletic Association women’s soccer player of the week and was named Premier Player of the Week for scoring winning goals in two conference games.  During that summer, Keeley played in the USASA National Cup Soccer Championship in Seattle, Washington representing the state of Kansas as well as the Midwest region. This past season, Keeley earned second team all-MIAA conference honors as a midfielder. 

“We are proud to be able to assist our associates with their family’s education and encourage other businesses to consider scholarship programs as well,” said Huffman.  In addition, UPAC is an active supporter of the InVEST scholarship program, a program for individuals pursuing education with an emphasis on insurance; KIEF, the Kansas Insurance Education Foundation; Jump$tart, a coalition for promoting personal financial literacy among young adults, nationwide; and the Banneker Elementary Science & Technology Magnet School, an urban, lower socio-economic elementary school located in Kansas City, Kansas that is committed to opening the minds of tomorrows leaders.  
UPAC, founded in 1954, celebrated its 54th anniversary this year and is one of the nation’s top ten insurance premium finance companies servicing independent insurance agents across the country.  Known for its Old-Fashioned Service with Leading-Edge Technology, UPAC enjoys a company culture of putting both customers and associates first.  UPAC is based in suburban Kansas City and maintains offices nationwide.
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